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Dow, LOHNES & ALBERTSON, suic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

MICHAEL KOVAEA WASHINGTON, D.C.

DIRECT DIAL 202.776-2957 1200 NEW HAMPSEIRE AVENUE, M.W. « SUTTE 800 - WASHINGTON, DiC. 20036-6802
=kavaka@dlalaw.com TELEPHONE 202.776.2000 - FACSIMILE 202.776-2222

May 21, 1999

VEA CERTIFIED MAIL

Apnl Sands, Esq

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
9990 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MURA4748

Dear Ms. Sands:

ONE IAVINLA DRIVE - SUTTE 1600
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30346.2108
THLEPHONE 770.901.8800
FACSIMILE 770.901-8874
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Enclosed please find the Responses 1o Interrogatories and Document Requests of
respondent WPXI, Inc. ("WPXI") in connection with the above-referenced matter. Respondents
WPXI and Pamela Spagnol previously have requested pre-probable cause conciliation pursuant
to 11 C.F.R, § 111.18 (d). Please do hesitate to contact me if you should have any questions

regarding the enclosed Responses.

Sin erely,

Mlchael Kovaka

MK/igh
Enclosures
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
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TO:  Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Room 659
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
RESPONSES TO INTERROGATORIES AND DOCUMENT REQUESTS
INTERROGATORY NO. 1(a):

identify the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area(s) of responsibility of
the person(s) who generated the idea of the pian, and state when it was generated;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1{a):

In late October 1997, personnel at WPXI first considered preparing a news report
comparing the responses of congressional representatives to constituent letters which included
campaign coniributions with their responses to letters without donations (hereinafter “the
Congressional Response News Story”). Around that time, WPXI News Director Robert Morford
forwarded a memo from Lloyd Siegel of NBC entitled “Dateline Idea Exchange” to WPXI
Special Projects Unit Executive Producer Carrie Moniot. The Dateline Idea Exchange memo,
dated October 21, 1997, was addressed to “Affiliate News Directors,” and suggested news story
ideas that had been tried by other news organizations. The Dateline ldea Exchange memo
included a news story suggestion entitled “Members of Congress may be twice as likely to

answer your letter when you enclose a check” which was based on a report published in the New

York Daily News.

DCLIB02:53398-1
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The WPXI News Department conducts regular meetings to develop and follow-up on
story ideas. The ideas set forth in the Dateline Idea Exchange memo, including the
Congressional Response News Story, were discussed at one of these meetings in January 1998
(hereinafter “the January 1998 Meeting”). Based on the description of the New York Daily News
story in the Dateline Idea Exchange memo, it was generally agreed that WPXI should pursue the
Congressional Response News Story. All of the individuals identified below participated in the
January 1998 Meeting:

1. Ms. Carrie Moniot, Executive Producer, WPXI News Sgpecial Projects Unit. The

Executive Producer of the Special Projects Unit is responsible for the medical, consumer

and investigative units and also oversees news specials, election coverage, and special

events.

2. Mr. Robert Morford, WPXI News Director. The News Director is responsible for

all news operations at WPXI.

3. Ms. Tracye Fox, WPXI Assistant News Director. The Assistant News Director

assists the News Director in supervising news operations.

4, Mr. Steve Riley, WPXI Creative Services Director. The Creative Services

Director is responsible for the art, graphics, and creative services departments and

supervises the marketing of the television station.

5. Ms, Karen Lah, WPXI Creative Services Manager. The Creative Services

Manager reports to the Creative Services Director and oversees the production of

promotions for news programs and other station events. |

John Howell, WPXI General Manager, may have attended at least a portion of the

meeting, Although Mr, Howell sometimes attends such meetings, neither Mr. Howell nor the

DCLIB02:53398-1 -2
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above-listed attendees recall whether Mr. Howel! atiended this particular meeting. The General
Manager oversees all aspects of the station’s operations.

Sometime after WPXI decided to pursue the Congressional Response News Story, Carrie
Moniot telephoned Eric Koli, a Dateline NBC investigative producer, for more information on
the general story idea as outlined in the Dateline Idea Exchange memo. On January 21, 1998,
Mr. Koli faxed Ms. Moniot a Nexis copy of the New York Daily News article. Mr. Koli also
gave Ms. Moniot the phone number of the New York Daily News reporter on the story’s byline.
Ms. Moniot left a message for this reporter in hopes of learning more about how the New York
Daily News had prepared its report, but never received a return call from him.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(b):

identify the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area(s) of responsibility of
the person(s) who decided the dollar amount, the number of contributions to be made, to
whom the contributions were to be made, and why the recipients of the contributions
were chosen;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1(b):

The attendees of the January 1998 Meeting (identified in Response to Interrogatory 1(a))
agreed to pattern the Congressional Response News Story after the story featured in the New
York Daily News. In the Daily News investigation, members of Congress in New York City
received one constituent letter with a $50 check and another similar constituent letter without a
check. The congressmen’s responses to the two sets of letters were then compared to determine
if the presence of a check has an impact on the sort of response generatzd by a constituent letter.
Accordingly, each of the five congressmen representing districts in the WPXI viewing area was

sent one constituent letter with a $50 check enclosed and another letter without a check.

DCLIB02:53398-1 -3
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INTERROGATORY NO. 1(c}:

list the total number of all contributions sent as part of the plan, the names of all
recipients of contributions, the amount of each contribution sent as part of the plan, and
describe why each person was chosen to receive a contribution;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. i(c):

One $50 check was sent to each of the five congressmen represerting western
Pennsylvania -- William L. Coyne, Mike Doyle, Philip S. English, Ron Klink, and Frank R.
Mascara -~ for a total of five checks. These congressmen were chosen because they represent the
congressional districts in the viewing area served by WPXI.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(d):

identify the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and arca(s) of responsibility of
the person(s) who approved the plan, drafted the letters accompianying the contributions,
and approved the letters accompanying the contributions;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGGATORY NO. 1(d):

WPXI News Director Robert Morford generally had the final authority to decide whether
the News Department would pursue a particular story. However, the attendees of the January
1998 Meeting (identified in Response to Interrogatory 1(a)) agreed that WPXI should pursue the
Congressional Response News Story. As Executive Producer for the WPXI News Special
Projects Unit, Carrie Moniot drafted and approved both the letters accompanying the checks and
the letters sent without a check.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(¢):

identify the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area(s) of responsibility of
the person(s) who approved the use of corporate funds for the contributions;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1{e):

It was understoed by the individuals involved that the objectivity of the Congressional

Response News Story depended upen the letters and checks coming from people who would not

DCLIB02:53398-1 -4 -
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easily be associated with WPXI. Otherwise, the report would measure the typical response of
congressional offices to press requests, rather than constituent requests. The unspoken
assumption was that the cost of the checks would be treated like any other reimbursable news
story expense incurred by any employee.

Ms. Pamela Spagnol who, at Ms. Moniot’s request, sent the five letters containing $50
checks to the congressmen, followed the station’s regular procedure for the advance and
reimbursement of news story-related expenses. On February 11, 1998, Ms. Spagnol, the News
Department Business Manager, submitted a routine check request for $250 to WPXID’s
Accounting Department to cover the cost of the five checks to be sent. The requested $250
check was issued to Ms. Spagnol two days later. Then, on March 3, 1998, the date the checks
were mailed, Ms. Spagnol submitted a routine expense voucher form to the Accounting
Department providing documentation that she had written the five $50 checks from her personal
account on March 2 and requesting reimbursement of an additional $1.60 in postage. Also in
keeping with the station’s regular procedures, the News Department head, WPXI News Direcior
Robert Morford, (identified in response to interrogatory 1(2)) approved both the check request
and expense forms.

None of the WPXI personnel involved in the approval of the Congressional Response
News Story or the advance of Ms. Spagnol’s expenses knew of any laws that might prohibit such
donations. The possibility that enclosing checks for the congressmen’s campaign funds as part
of the Congressional Response News Story might be prohibited was never raised or discussed.
The checks were not sent for the purpose of influencing the outcome of any election, but were

seen as a cost to be incurred in the course of covering a news story.

DCLIB02:53398-1 -5
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INTERROGATORY NO. 1(f):

identify and describe any officers or directors of WPXI, Inc., or it parent corporation,
who were involved in the plan, when they became involved in the plan, how they became
involved in the plan, and state whether they participated in the authorization of the use of
corporate funds for the plan;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1(f):

WPXI General Manager John Howell is Vice President of WPXI, Inc. Although it is not
clear whether Mr. Howell attended the January 1998 meeting at which the decision was made to
pursue the Congressional Response News Story, Mr. Howell was generally aware that WPXI
was pursuing the Congressional Response News Story. Mr. Howell did not participate in any
authorization for the use of corporate funds, but assumed the cost incurred in sending the
donations would be reimbursed by the station.

INTERROGATORY NQO. i(g):

state the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area(s) of responsibility of all
WPXI, Inc. employees who played a role in the plan not otherwise mentioned in this
question, and the nature of their role;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1(g):

1. Mr. Alan Jennings, Reporter, prepares news stories for WPXI., Mr. Jennings was
the reporter assigned to the Congressionat Response News Story. Mr. Jennings played no role in
approving the plan to send checks to the congressmen and did not pasticipate in preparing or
sending the letters accompanying the checks. Mr. Jennings was responsible for reporting on the
congressmen’s responses.

2. Mr. Jim Chiappelli is WPXI's Moming Executive Producer, responsible for the
production of stories featured on WPXI’s morning news shows. At the request of Ms. Moniot,

Mr. Chiappelli signed, and used his home address as the return address for, the set of letters

DCLIBO2:53398-} -6-
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without checks that was sent to the congressmen. He also forwarded the single response he

received from the congressmen to Ms. Moniot.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(h}:

describe the content and nature of all communications with the persons who received
contributions as part of the plan, and produce all documents reczived from the recipients
or their representatives;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1(h):

The following is a chronological description of all communications with the congressmen
or their representatives:

On or about March 2, 1998, two letters, both dated February 24, 1998, were sent to each
of the five congressmen. Both letters expressed concern about the Social Security system and
asked the recipient congressman for help in determining the amount of Social Security benefits
that would be available to the sender upon retirement. One set of letters, signed by Ms. Pamela
Spagnol, included a $50 check, dated March 2, 1998, made payable to the recipient
congressman. The other set, signed by Mr. Jim Chiappelli, did not include a check.

Ms. Spagnol received the following initial responses in the meail from the congressmen
and forwarded all responses to Ms. Moniot:

1. An undated letter from Ron Klink, on “Ron Klink, your citizen in Congress”

stationery, thanking Ms. Spagnol for her donation. Ms. Spagnol’s check to Rep. Klink

was cashed on or about March 18, 1998. Rep. Klink’s letter did not address the Social

Security concems raised by Ms. Spagnol.

2. A two-page letter dated March 16, 1998 from Congressman Frank Mascara, on

House of Representatives stationery explaining how Ms. Spagnol could obtain the

requested information regarding benefits from the Social Security Administration.

Congressman Mascara also returned Ms. Spagnol’s check to her and explained that

DCLIB02:53398-1 -7-
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because she resides in Rep. Mike Doyle’s District, “I just do not feel it is appropriate for

me to keep it.”

3. A one-page letter, dated March 30, 1998, from Phil English on “English for

Congress” stationery, thanking Ms. Spagnol for her check. Rep. English did not address

the Social Security concerns raised by Ms. Spagnol in her letter. Ms. Spagnol’s check to

Congressman English was cashed on or about March 31, 1998.

4. A one-page letter, dated March 30, 1998, from Rep. Mike Doyle on House of

Represeniatives stationery, responding to Ms. Spagnol’s question about retirement

benefits and referring her to the Social Social Security Administration for more

information. The letter did not mention the 850 check. Ms. Spagnol’s check was cashed

on or about April 3, 1993.

Sometime in early April 1998, WPXI Reporter Alan Jennings telephoned Rep. Mascara’s
office and arranged an interview with the congressman on the subject of his office’s process for
responding to constituent letters. Sometime during that same week, Mr. Jennings or some other
representative of WPXI called the office of Rep. Phil English to arrange an interview. Ms.
Moniot also left messages with the offices of Reps. Klink and Doyle requesting interviews on the
same subject.

Mr. Jennings interviewed Rep. Mascara in his Mon Valley, Pennsylvania office on or
about April 20, 1998. During the interview Mr. Jennings asked Rep. Mascara about his
procedures for responding to constituent mail generally, and about the letter sent by Ms. Spagnol
in particular. Rep. Mascara described his procedures for responding to constituent mail, and
stated that he specifically remembered dictating the March 16 letter to Ms. Spagnol. e also

recalled deciding to return her $50 check since she was not on his constituent list.

DCLIB02:53398-1 -8 -
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Mr. Jennings also interviewed Rep. Phil English at his office in Butler, Pennsylvania on
or about April 20, 1998. During the interview, Mr. Jennings asked Rep. English about his
procedures for responding to constituent mail generally, and about the letter sent vy Ms. Spagnol
in particular. Rep. English indicated that he did not remember receiving or answering Ms.
Spagnol’s letter. Rep. English also stated that he would follow-up with his Washington offic:: on
the handling of the letter and the check.

Several days after Mr. Jennings’ interview with Rep. English, Ms. Spagnol received a
one-page letter, dated April 22, 1998, from Phil English on House of Representatives stationery,
addressing Ms. Spagnol’s concerns about retirement benefits and referring her to the Social
Security Administration. The letter did not mention the $50 check sent by Ms. Spagnol.

Soon after these interviews, staff at the offices of Reps. Klink and Doyle returned Ms.
Moniot’s earlier calls to their offices. First, Ms, Mary Kiernan, Adroinistrative Assistant for
Rep. Klink, and later, Mr. David Lucas, P.ress Secretary for Rep. Mike Doyle, called Ms. Moniot
to ask for more specific information about the proposed interview. Ms. Moniot explained the
premise of the Congressional Response News Story to each of them. Both Ms. Kiernan and Mr.
Lucas declined to arrange interviews on the subject with the congressmen.

Following Ms. Moniot’s conversations with Ms. Kiernan and Mr. Lucas, Ms. Spagnol
received the following letters:

1. A one-page letter dated May 6, 1998, from Joe Brimmeier, Campaign Treasurer,

on “Ron Klink, your citizen in Congress” stationery, advising Ms.l Spagnol that because

of questions about the origins of her $50 contribution, her donation was being refunded in

accordance with Federal Election Commission guidelines. Enclosed was a $50 check to

DCLIB02:53398-1 -0.
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Ms. Spagnol dated May 7, 1998, from “Citizens for Ron Klink” signed by Mr.
Brimmesier.
2. A one-page letter dated May 9, 1998, from Karen 8. Oleyar, Treasurer, on “Doyle
for Congress Committee” stationery, also advising Ms. Spagnol that because of questions
about the origins of her $50 contribution, her donation was being refunded in accordance
with Federal Election Commission guidelines. The letter stated that because Ms. Spagnol
had written identical letters to several members of the Pennsylvania delegation,
apparently in conjunction with a WPXI news story, “we must assume that you may not be
the person actually making the contribution.” Enclosed was a $350 check to Ms. Spagnol
dated May 3, 1998, from “Doyle for Congress Committee.”

In approximately mid-May 1998, several weeks after Ms. Moniot’s conversation with
Ms. Kiernan, Mr. Chiappelli received an undated letter from Rep. Klink in an undated House of
Representatives envelope thanking him for his inquiry and enclosing a pamphiet on Social
Security. Rep. Klink’s May letter is the only response received by Mr. Chiappelli to any of the
five letters he mailed to the congressmen.

On June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a letter to Rep. English advising him that her $50
check had been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it had been suggested that sending the
check may have violated federal campaign laws. Ms. Spagnol’s letter stated that she was
bringing the donation to Rep. English’s attention in order to provide him with the opportunity to
refund her already-cashed check.

Also on June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a similar letter to Rep. Coyne advising him that
her $50 check had been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it had been suggested that

sending the check may have violated federal campaign laws. Ms. Spagnol’s letier stated that she

DCLIBN2:53398-1 -10 -
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had stopped payment on the check and was bringing the donation to Rep. Coyne’s attention
because he had not yet cashed her check.

Sometime in mid-June 1998, Ms. Spagnol received a letter from Bruce P. Mehlman,
Chief Counsel of the National Republican Congressional Committee, dated June 11, 1998. Mr.
Mehlman indicated that Rep. English had forwarded Ms. Spagnol’s June 3 letter to him and that
the English campaign had refunded her $50 contribution to the U.S, Treasury, rather than to Ms.
Spagnol. The letter included copies of Ms. Spagnol’s June 3 letter, the $50 check from *People
for English” to the U.S. Treasury, and the check and envelope included with Ms. Spagnol’s
original February 24 letter.

As requested, all documents received from the congressmen or their representatives are
included with this submission.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(i):

describe what actions have been taken by WPXI to inform the contribution recipients of
the true nature of the contributions.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 1(i):
Reps. Mascara and English were advised by Mr. Jennings during the April 20, 1998

interviews that the $50 checks sent by Ms. Spagnol were part of WPXI's Congressional
Response News Story.

As stated above, Ms. Moniot advised Ms. Mary Kiernan, Adrinistrative Assistant for
Rep. Klink, and Mr. David Lucas, Press Secretary for Rep. Doyle, by telephone that Ms.
Spagnol’s checks were sent as part of WPXI’s Congressional Response News Story.

On June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a letter to Rep. English advising him that her $50
check had been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it had been suggested that the sending

of the check violated federal campaign laws. Mr. Spagnol’s letter stated that she was bringing

DCLIB02:53398-1 <11 -
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the donation to the attention of Rep. English in order to provide him with the opportunity to
refund her already-cashed check to him.

Also on June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a similar letter 1o Rep. Coyne advising him that
her $50 check had been sent as part of a news story and that it had been suggested that the
sending of the check violated federal campaign laws. Mr. Spagnol’s letter stated that she had
stopped payment on the check and was bringing the donation to Rep. Coyne’s attention because
he had not vet cashed her check.

Partly as a result of these contacts, none of the donations were retained by the
congressmen. As outlined above, after being advised by WPXI personnel that the $50 checks
were sent as part of the Congressional Response News Story, the campaign committees of Reps.
Doyle and Klink refunded the money directly to Ms. Spagnol, while Rep. English’s campaign
refunded Ms. Spagnol’s $50 to the U.S. Treasury. Rep. Mascara, before learning of any
connection to WPXI, returned the check he received to Ms. Spagnol because she lives outside of
his district, and Ms. Spagnol stopped payment on her check to Rep. Coyne before it was ever
cashed.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1(3):

produce all documents that were generated as part of the plan.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NG. 1(§):

All documents gencrated as part of the WPXI plan to send checks to members of

Congress as part of the Congressional Response News Story are enclosed.

INTERROGATORY NO. 2(a):

list the title(s), position(s) of employment, and describe the area(s) of responsibility that
Carrie Moniot has held at WPXI, Inc. since January 1998.

DCLIB02:53398-1 -12 -
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RESPONSE TO INTERROGGATORY NO. 2(a):

Carrie Moniot is the Executive Producer for the WPXI News Special Projects Unit. She
is responsible for the medical, consumer and investigative units of the News Department and
also oversees news specials, election coverage, and special events. She has held this position at
all times since January 1998.

INTERROGATORY NO. 2(b);

state whether Carrie Moniot is or has been an officer or director of WPXI, Inc.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 2(b):

Carrie Moniot is not now, nor has she ever been, an officer or director of WPX]I, Inc.

INTERROGATORY NO. 2(c):

describe the role of Carrie Moniot with respect to the plan.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 2(c):

As stated above, Ms. Moniot came across the idea for the Congressional Response News
Story in a memo from Lloyd Siegel of NBC which included a reference to the New York Daily
News report. Ms. Moniot presented the idea during the Januaryr 1998 Meeting. Once the idea
was approved, Ms. Moniot drafted the letters to be sent to the congressmen and asked two WPXI
employees to send the letters under their names. Ms. Pam Spagnol, 'WPXI News Department
Business Manager, agreed to send letters with $50 personal checks from her own checking
account. At the same time, Mr. Jim Chiappelli, WPXI Morning News Director, sent letters
without checks.

Ms. Moniot also monitored the responses received by Ms. Spagnol and Mr. Ct;iappelli.
Ms. Moniot then attempted to arrange interviews with Reps. Klink and Doyle regarding their

responses. Ms. Moniot spoke with Mary Kiernan and David Lucas, and advised them of the

DCLIB02:53398-1 -13-
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Congressional Response News Story premise behind the $50 donations. Both Ms, Kiernan and
Mr. Lucas declined to make the congressmen available for an interview.

INTERROGATORY NO. 3(2):

list the title(s), position(s) of employment, and describe the area(s) of responsibility that
Pamela Spagnol has held at WPXI, Inc. since January 1998;

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 3(a):

Pamela Spagnol is WPXI’s News Department Business Manager and has heid this
position at all times since January 1998. Ms. Spagnol’s areas of responsibility as News
Department Business Manager inclede overseeing the financial management and budgeting for
the News Department.

INTERROGATORY NO. 3(b):

state whether Pamela Spagnol is or has ever been an officer or director of WPXI, Inc.;
RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NQO. 3(b):

Ms. Spagnol is not now, and has never been, an officer or director of WPXI, Inc.

INTERROGATORY NO. 3(c):

describe how Pamela Spagnol was reimbursed for the use of her personal funds for the
contributions.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NQO. 3(c):

Ms. Spagnol, WPXI News Department Business Manager, followed the station’s regular
procedure for expense advancement and reimbursement, as she would for any other expense
related to the production of a news story. On February 11, 1998, Ms. Spagnol submitted a
routine check request for $250 to WPXI’s Accounting Department to cover the cost of the five
checks to be sent. The requested $250 check was issued to Ms. Spagnol two days later. Then,
on March 3, 1998, when the checks were mailed, Ms. Spagnol submitted a routine expense

voucher to the Accounting Department providing documentation that she had written the five

DCLIB02:53398-1 -14 -
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$50 checks from her personal account on March 2 and requesting reimbursement of an additional
$1.60 in postage. Also in keeping with the station’s regular procedures, the News Department
head, WPXI News Director Robert Morford, approved both the check request and expense
forms. Ms. Spagnol also was reimbursed $25 for the cost of stopping payment on the check to
Rep. Coyne on June 3, 1998.

INTERROGATORY NO. 3(d):

describe the role of Pamela Spagnol with respect to the plan.

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NQO. 3(d):

Ms. Spagnol agreed, at Ms. Moniot’s request, to send one letter enclosing a $50 check
from her personal account to each of the five congressmen. Ms. Spagnol signed the letters dated
February 24, 1998, wrote a check to each congressman for $50 from her personal account dated
March 2, 1998, and used her home address as the return address on each envelope. Ms. Spagnol
then forwarded every response that she received to Ms. Moniot. Ms. Spagnol submitted
reimbursement forms for the checks and other expenses. Ms. Spagnol received a check from
WPX]I, Inc. reimbursing her $250 for the checks, plus $1.60 in postage. Ms. Spagnol was aiso
later reimbursed for the $25 charge incurred when she stopped payment on the check to Rep.

Coyne on june 3, 1998.

DCLIB02:53398-1 - 15-



I declare under penalty of periury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge.
] a

Carrie Moniot
May 210, 1999.

Respectfully subsnitted,
Li.: M@wwu
Michael Kovaka =
DOW, LOHNES & ALBERTSON, rLiC
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 776-2000

AT LS S e AR L

DATED:  May &! 1999

. DCLIB02:53398-1 -16 -



=0 WO% GO0 SO0 S

A c. A

Affiliate News Directors
Lioyd Siegel

Oc:tpher 21, 1997
Dateline Idea Exchange

P

Here are sowme last-minute sweeps ideas fox
November...or sope well-in-advance ideas for February.

The notes were prepared Bric Koli, a Datelime
investigative producer, who thought it might be
helpful to provide scme story ideas for your proegrams.

At least one, the cosmetic counter claims, worked foxr
Dateline a couple of years age. Most of the others are
more recent...and way work in your market.

Eric has wore information available. If you are
interested in a gpecific topic and would like more
gg%yészag'?ggn reach him at 212 664-2126, or faz him at

You’ll want te do your own research on these possible
stories, rather than simply rely om the notes. These
stories will work if they are based om your staff’s
own gocd journalism and have information relevant to
your market. ,

Eric asks that you fax him a quick mote to let him
know whether amy of these idessg led to stories for
own programs...or just didn’t seem to work. That
Iback will be helpful in developing more
lists of story tips for stations in. the future.

....an8, please let Bric know if yvou f£ind a stoxy im
your area which might work for Datelimes.

Good luck.

wLESL | WRXLO0O!
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From: EBric Roli
Dateline/Story Development Unit
Phone: 212-664~-2126
Fax: 212-664-4775

Here are nine local story ideas for WBC affiliates. I have more
background on all of these stories ~ local preoducers should feel
free to call wa if I can be of any help.

Bvery year in the U.S. about 100 babies die and about 300
suffer severe brain damage because sgtate health departmentsg
ignore the American Academy of Pediatrics and don’t test all
newborns for four easily treatable diseases known as “"metabolic
digorders.® The tests cost 50 cents to £4 each. Lifetime care
for a brain damaged infant can cost taxpayers 51+ wmilliom.

For example, taxpayers will probably spend more than $1.2
milliion caring for Sean Stewart. His disorxder, called
Biotinidagse, could have been detected with a 50 cent test.
Treatment would have cost about $15 a2 month in protein
supplements. Today, Seam is a profoundly ret £ vear old
ﬁ ingin Plorida. He will require expensive care throughout

8 life. :

Babies with metabolic disorders that go untreated suffexr
gevere brain damage that can leave them deaf, blind, unable to
talk, unable to walk, with the IQ of a five-year-old throughout
their adult lives.

State health departments say it‘s teo m@mhm to test.
But a lifetime of care for a brain damzm ant ¢costs even
more. It would cost an additiconal $31 wmillion a year for all
states to test for all four metabolic disorders. Instesd, the
lifetime care for brain damaged infante borm every year is
costing $1.2+ billion. And taxpayers mallyog:,ek up the tab
since wmost of these infants end up on Medicaid.

The four disorders are:

i. Biotinidase - 50 cent test/Up to $i+ million for lifetims
care for brain damaged newborn. 30 states don’'l test. Rbout
75 newborns striken every year across U.S. .

2. Congenital adrenal hyperplasia - $4 test/Up to $2+ million
for lifecime care. 33 states don’t test, 187 a yeaxr gtriken

3. Maple syrup urine digease - $2.50 test/Up to $2+ million for
lifetime carxe. 30 states don’t tegt, 23 a year striken.

4. Homocystinuria - oy
38 states don’t test, 9 newborms a year strikem. .- .

- -8 ) o B

hecording to the National Screening staégn;s :Repoxt, t}hg_:;exe;m\ﬁ, B

Y
SRR ‘NPXI 0002



—

oY
b

T

T

Ln

i I

= W S

states that do not test for any of the four:
AR' CAI KS: KY: LA, m. MS' Mo: MT, NJ; OK, SD, 1N; IJT,- WV

There are 14 states that only test for one of the four:
AL, FL, Ia, MN, NB, NM, NC, ND, OH, PN, SC, TX, WA, WY

Nine states and the District of Celumbia only test for two:
bE, DC, 1D, IL, IN, NV, NH, OR, WI

11 States test for three
AKX, AZ, CO, M, Ga, HI, MD, MI, N¥, VT, VA

Only two states test for all four:
MA, RI ,

Cheryl Volk at The Association of Neurc-Metabolic Disorders
{419-885-1497) may know of lccal support grcups for parents of
children with metabolic disordersg. Newborns with wetabolic
disorders are treated by pediatric neurclogists or gemeticists.

Reporters can check with their local school system and
battex wonen‘s shelters to see if they‘ve started programs for
battered teenage girlfriends.

In recent years, local high schools and woemen’s ghelters
have started programs to counsel teen girls batterad by their
boyfriends. For example, in 1990, the battered women’s shelter
in Morris County, NJ, started getting calls from battered high
school girls looking for help. The shelter set up counseling
centers in every high school in the county and support ps
where 25-30 battered girls meet regularly. There are also
programs for teesnage boyfriends to help them stop bhattering.

Battered teen girlfriends are going to the police and
cbtaining restraining orders to protect themselves frxom abusive
teenage boyfriends. A reporter Cuincy, MA found 75 teenage
girls from six higb schools had obtained restraining orders
an 18 month period.

Internal corporate documents recently uncovered in lawsuits
ghow that lead paint manpufacturers knew gince the 19208 that
they wers polsoning children. But instead of removing the lead
from their paint, lawyers suing paint wepufacturers say they
lied to the public, lied to the govermment, and confucted bogus
scientific studies showing lead paint was safe.

Several cities are waing paint companies for the cost of
removing lead paint from public housing.

Salesgspeople at department store cogmetic counters sometimes
tell wild, exaggerated, and scientifically impossible claims
about their products. For example, one saleswomen fOor a
pineapple-oil wrinkle remover told customers.that pincsapple
gickers had no fingerprints because:pineapple oil dissolves

ingerprints the same way, it fzdiaselgzeis;: @B. . .o

L ___;.".;,- ) »_..__'-—r ‘:‘s Y SN o I
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Local dermatologists can seperate the facts from fictiom.

Reporters can check with their local achool sgysten to see
if they’ve started programs tc prevent pre-teen suicide.

The number of children younger than 13 who have killed
themgelves hasg more cthan doubled in the past 15 yeaxrs,
increasing 133%. Nationwide, experts estimate that thousands of
children consider suicide or attempt suicide every year. BAbout
60 pre-teens kill themselves every year.

Mental health workers say in recent years they’ve been
receiving requests from elementary school teachers to talk to
4th and 5th grade kids about suicide prevention. Thay have
invited reportexs along as they go to =lementary schools and
speak to teachers and students to help identify kids who wight
be at risgk for committing suicids.

Psychelogists have algso started cutpatient programs for
Euicidgx children and thelr families.

When consumer tggotecticm officiale wmounted undearcover
stings they found t plumbers not omnly overcharged for
necesgary repairs, they fixed things what weren’t byoken and
sczetines even broke things that worked.

When Los Angeles District Attorney Ira Reiner investigated
plumbare in the mid-80s8, he found pl rs breaking pipes and
illing water to make howeowners lieve they bhad major
plumbing problems.

The Detroit De ment of Consuwer Affairs suggests these
honesty tests for plumbers:

*Clogse the valve at the bottom a teilet to cut off the
water £low.

*Lower the water level in a toilet by bending the floater
rod. The £flush will be inadeguate. ,

*Disconnaect the linkage in.the bathtub drain go the drain
will not © . Disconnect the chain in the teoilet tank
80 the toilet won’t flush

Will plumbers say wmajor repairs are needed?

1. counlen forced to Gare at hons for dying parentsa
More and more young couples are being forced to care for
their aged and dying te at home. An increasing muzber of
BM0s lnsurance icies ave limiting kospital stays, sending
terminally 111 pateints home to die. .

The effect on familieg can be devastating. Professionals

are often foxced to put thelr careers on hold and guit thedr
jobs so that they can cazre fuil tiwjaj for an ailing parent. They

WPXI 0004
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algo report a high incidence of severe depression, divorce, and
. other breakdowns of family life.

Reporters can check with The National Family Caregivers
Association (301-942-6430) to find local examples. The NFCA-
helps couples care for ailing parents.

et food

Reporters can check with their local animal shelters to see
if they are sending the bodies of euthanized gggs and cats to
rendering couwpanies where they are processed sold to pet
food and cosmetic cowmpanies. , '

The San Francisco Chronicle reported in 1990 that U.S.
animal shelters sent 40 percent of the 13 wmillion household pets
they put to sleep every year to rendering factories.

Animals

The dead pets are listed as "meat oxr bone meal® on pet food
labels.

Some veteripnarians alsc send the bodies of pets they put to
sleep to renderers. ‘

This practice may pose a health threat - some veterinarians
fear that the drugs used to euthanize pets may survive the
rendering process and make their way into pet food.

The Wew York Daily News found that wmembers of the city’s
congressional delegation were far more likely to respond to a
constituent’s request for assistance if it was accompanied by a
campaign contribution.

The paper senft: two constituent letters asking for
information about social security benefits to each of 14 members
of Congress. One letter was acc ed by a $§50 cmmggign
contributicn - and was twice as likely to get answiered. Eleven
representatives answered letters that contained checks - only
five anawered letters without checks. And letters were answered
more quickly and helpfully if they included a domation.

WPX1 0005
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. 3RD STORY of Level 1 printed ln FULL £oxmat.

Copyright 1995 Daily Mews, L.P.
gna:l.ly Hews (New Yoxzlk)

September 05, 1995, Tueaday

SECTION: News; Pg. 7

LERGTY: 958 words
HERDLIWE: ‘BNCLOSED IS A COETRIBUTI&E*!' WANT ACPION IN D.C.7 DON’T FORGET THE

CHECE .
(200 ) 327- 4397

~i BYLINE: By FRANK LOMBARDI )
popy; CEEL Eh (] ) AO— OO

If you live in New York City and want h.s;:a'.!.pQ rom your congressional

. representative, it‘s a good idea to asnd mlong a check. Ctherwise, you may well
ba ignored completely.

‘A Dally News investigation revesls that members of the city’s congressional

' 4 delegation are far mora likegg to respond ¢o a comstituent’s raequest for
aseigtance if it°s accompani a campalgn contribution., They’'re also more

. Jikely to answer more quickly and helpfully if thay get a donation even of $§ 50.

b2 8 )

U0 A

L.

Moaney does not always talk, however.

Soma of the city’s represantativaes treat their comstituents with aqual
[ii disregerd: Whether @ check is inciuded or not, they don‘t respond at all to weil

agking for help. . |
Por the most part, t:hguagh. the disparity in the service given to citizens who

pand woney and to those don’t is so atark thut only a digtinct minority of
8 reprasentatives two appeara toc regpond with roughly equal speed and _

.0

th@fei% ,
th;amgg 288 wh@t:hm.‘th@yygat a eheck or not
. Thoge pre among the key findlngs of ap unprecadented News sting that was

designed to tagt the mgpgmimmm of th@uﬁ wonbares of mngreéggwho roprasent

digtricts in the city.

Two letters asking for basic informatien about federnl programe were sent to
each of theiy Washington offices. One letter expressed copcern about the status
of the Social Sscurity trust fund. The sascond stated thet the writer’s widowasd
mothsy wight have to be placed in a nursing homs and asked if Medicare would
cover such care. A § B0 contyibubicn was included with one of the lettaze..

The letters, uo the pomes end zeturn addressen of a variety of Kaws
enplioyes, werse wmailed Juns 21. As of yasterday 74 daye later the 26 missiven had
drawn 16 responees. Bleven of then answered letiers that had contaimed ohecks
wsening the chances of gatting help doubled with a dematlom.

Bnd, by 'm lavga, the vesponss tims was. far longer kmm' the two-week
nEround most of the eengressicnal offices say gﬁy phoot for. Only. cns

tive wet that mark clesrly: Carolyn Molcmey (UD-Manhattsn), who
enswezed both lettars by July 6. S L o o

WPXI 0007
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T Dally Mews (New York) September 05, 1995, Tuesday

Here's the full scorecard:

Saven repregentatives Edolphus Towns (D-Brooklyn), Thomas Manton (D-Bronx),
Iliot al (D-Bronx), Nita Loway {(D-Guaenn), Charles Rangel (D-Maphattan), Jose
Serrame (D-Bromx) epd Nydia Velazguez (D-Brooklyn) answexed only the 1@@:&:@: that

seme with a cheolk,

Howaver, Velazgquez'
hexr Hew York office, which did npothing
latcazs that did not come with a check were not answered onl

seat from addresses slightly outside their distzricte.

il ¢Te's not that we’ve ducki s#o?:k, but wa don’t want to do someona elmﬂa."
vipaid Manton’s chief of staff, Bill Driscoll.

i On the othay hand, Manton’g constituent who sent a check received buth a
porsonal thank you from the congressman and a two-page pachet of information.
" Rangel and Towns sald thay had no record of receivimg the letters that
glwamn?ﬂ answered. o .

= Towns’ district manager, Karen Johnson, #ald of the iost ehﬁcklessiletmr:

:;:ﬂzt would have baen answersd ag quickly as the other eone,® that she did not
mmention is that the lstter that was sent by Towns bore littls, if any, relation
Lto the guery sent by his constituent.. g

= R’éhg@l, -who aald he makes & mar-mligion‘ out of mwrmg lstters,
fichallenged anyome who has written or called him and net gotten a response to

contact The Newa. ,
"This 48 so unusuel,® he seid.
complaiunt.®
¥o latter thut contained a chack was rgported lost.

regponse said only that the lettexr bhad been forwavded to
fuzther. Manton and Serrano insisted the
y becsuse they ware

"In my 25 yeaxs I*ve not zecsived a -

egg@nmtativaﬂ Ackezmen (D-Cuegns), Flo Fizke (D-Quaens),
c iettare. But even then

Four =
Cherles Schumer (D-Brooklyn) and Malonay ansvered hot
the raspoases ware not &lways equal.

While Maloney and Schumer appezred to give roughly equal attmﬁan toatheir

lattezs, Flake ond Ackerman answersd more ckly when pioney was involved..
Mditiml}%. in Plake’s cage the lstter with & chack elicited a two-page
a letter withou: momey earned two gmgraﬁim dirvecting the sender to
fica for the Aging.

responge.
a sendor citizens hotline run by the Mew York State O

As for the more detailed responge, Flake’s spokasman tMarghall Mitchel eaid:
%] vantuze to say that because of tha complemity of the Medicarae issus, 1t would

take nmore time and thought to have that letter answayed.® -

Four yeprasentatives returned the checkse to theiy ganders. Three Schumax,
Sexranc Engal politely gaid it would ba iupropsr for tham to take momey for
- The fourth, Velszquez, wistakenly contended that acoepting such contributions
"ig against the law.¥ ' R .

° .

.. WPXI 0008
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as@ional office may be kept if they
campsign or

- .

Unpolicited contributions ment to a co
are "¢ransferred withip peven days of receipt® to an authorize

political committae, the law statesn.

"} consider mail frow my constituents ve
thes only check zeturner who respondsd to bot

"It’s important to answar quickly and directly. &z to [returning] the check,
I don’t want anyone to think they have to send me a check to do wy job," he

said.

M Two yepresentativas did not respond at all: Major Owens (D-Brooklyn), who

| .2 Cashad the contribution chack, and Susan Molinari (R-S.I.), who didn’t. Both

— officos said they were backad up.

' ii Ona congreseman Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan) resgondad only to the letter
s that did not come with a check. However, the chack in the other letter wase

i cashead.
f0bvicusly, the research [on that matter] wasn’'t completed," sald Green,

important,” sald Schumer, who was
letters. .

&

%fgadlez’g Washington office manager. "It’s gtill in the pipeline, I’'m embarrassed
l— o ﬁayﬂ ‘

53

= LOAD-DATE: fJeptember 05, 1935
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Fébruary 24, 1998

Congressman Ron Klink

125 Cannon House 0ffice Building
ist and Independence Avenue SE
Hashington, DC 206003

Pear Congressman Elink:

I am writing to you because I'm not sure wheve to turn.

I have great concernsabout the Social Security system~-and whether or not
oy benefits will be there when I'm ready to retire some 20 years from mow.

Is there gsome way I can find out NOW what my benefits will be when I'm ready to retire?
The money keeps coming out of my paycheck, but does anyene really keep track of where it

going?
L hope you ¢an help give we some answers.

Sincerely,

WPX1 0010
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Februsry 24, 1998

Congressman Mike Doyle

132 Cenacs House OfBce Building
15t and Independence Avenue SE
Weshingion, DC 20003

Dezr Congressman Doyle,

1 am writing to you hecause I°m not sure where to turn. I have great concerns about the Social Security
sysiem - znd whether of not my bencfits witl be there when I'm ready to retire souse 20 years from now.

Is thare soxnc way | can find out NOW what my beaefits wil be when 'm ready to retire? The moncy
keeps coming ot of my paycheck, but does anyone really keep track of where it's going?

I hope you can help give me some answers.
Sineerely,

WPXI 0011
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February 24, 1998

Congreseman William Coyne

2455 Rayburn Houge Office Building
Independence Avenue & 8, Capitol Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Congressman Coyne,

I am writing to you because I'm not sure where to turm,
I have great concerns about the Social Security system —~- and whether or
not my benefits will be there when I'm zeady te retire some 20 years
from now.

1s there soume way I can find out NOW what my benefits will be
when I'm ready to retire? The money keepe coming out of my paycheck,
but does anyonme really keep track of where it’s golmg?

I hope vou cam help give me some answers.

Sincerely,

WPXI 06012
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February 24, 1998

Congressman Philip Bauglish

1721 Longworth House Office Building
independence & Hew Jersey Avenues SE
Waghington, BC 20003

Dear Congressman English:

I am writing to you because I'm not sure where to turm. I have great
concerns about the Social Security system--and whether or not my benefits
will be there vhen I'm ready to retire someé 20 years from now.

Is there some way I cam find out NO¥ what my benefits will be when I'm
vready to retire? The money keeps ceoming out of my paycheck, but does
anyoue really keep track of where i1t's going?

I hope you can help give me some znswvers.

Sincerely,

WPX1 0013
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February 24, 1998

Congressman Frank Hascara

314 Canncon House GFffice Building
ist and Independence Avenue SE
Washirngton, BC 20003

Dear Coagressman Hascarsa:

1 as writing to you because I'm not sure where to turn. 1 have
great concerns about the Social Security systes -- and whether
or not my benefits will be there when I'm ready to retire some

20 years from now.
Is there some way I can find out HOW what sy benefits will be

when I'm ready to retire? The money keeps coming cut of my
paycheck, but does anyone really keep track of where it's going?

I hope you can help give me some answers.

Sincerely,

WPXI 0014



February 24, 1998

Congressman Ron Klink

125 Cannon House Office Building
1st snd Independence Avenue SE
Weshington, DC 20003

Dear Congressman Klimk, .

Bow can I make sure my Social Security denefits will be therve
when I'm ready to retire? Is there some kind of form I can Fill out
to make sure someone is keepimg track of where my Soclal Security taxes

are going?

Even though I'm at least 20 years from retivement, it's still a big
concern of mine. I don't went to walt wntil I ratire to find out that
my Socisl Security benefits aven't what I thiak they are.

I have tried calling the Socilal Seccurity Adminlstration, but I've
gotten the runsround. FPlease help!

Sincerely, &7 (W eebminster Place

L34, pr r5005

Pam Spagno

2l oY 803 S0

P.S. I am enclesing a check for your campaign fund.

WPXI 0015
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Februnry 24, 1998

Congressman Frank Mascara
314 Cannon House Office Building

15t and Independence Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Congressman Mascara:

How can [ make suve my Socizl Security benefits will be there when I'm ready to retive? Is
there some kind of form ! can 6l out to make sure someone is keeping track of where my
Sccial Security taxes are going?

Even fhough Pim at least 20 years from retivement, it’s still 2 big concern of mine. [ don’ want
to wait wuntil [ retire & find out that my Social Security benefits aren’t what 1 think they arve.

wemmwmmﬂymmﬁm,m Pve goiten the runaround. Flease
1

) 77 wesemnseer Fl.
A pohy P 5209

P.5. I am enclosing a check for your campaign fund.

WPXI 0016
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February 24, 1998

Congresoman William Coyae

2455 Rayburn House Office Building
Independence Avenue & 5. Capltol Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Congressman Coyne,

How can I make sure my Social Security benefits will be there
when I'a ready to retire? Is there some kind of form I can
£i11 out to make sure gomeone is keeping tyrack of whore my
Social Security taxes are going?

Bven though I;m at least 20 years from retirement, it's still

a big concern of mine. I don't wamt to walt until I retive o
find out that my Social Security benefits aren’t what I think

they are.

I have tried calling the Social Security Administratiom, but
I've gotten the rumavcund. Please helpl

Sincerely,

Smstagal.

Pam Spagnol
£7 ljastminstr Pace
Poby fr 15209

P.8. I am enclosing a check for your campaign fumd.

WPX1 0017
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Eses thoagl 9 'm at lecsz 8O gears Jeoes cetbromest, &6 50 & 8 covcru of wive. D don't
@cd o it eutl  wetee o flnd oat that my Ssctaf Socwsity benelfss wses' aber 7 think they

G5

7 &W Calsd, ﬂ% & Séeaiai s@m ehlimieel cfon Vo
Ploass Gelp!

dut T v gacton the swesnonad.

F7 (vesCmins cer flace.

- Psh fr 153204

P.S. 7 an caclostng & efech for goan campalys fosd.
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February 24,1998

Congreasman Mike Doyvle

133 Cannon House O0ffice Building
ist and Independence Avenue SE
Hashington, DC 20003

Dezr Congressman Doyle, .

How can I make sure my Social Securlcty benefits will be
there when I'm ready te retire? Is there some kind of form
I can £111 out to make sure someone is keeping track of where

my Soclal Security taxes are going$

Even though I'm at least 20 years from retirement, it's
still a big comncern of mine. I don't want to wailt until I
retire to find out that my Social Security benefits aren't

what I thiank they are.

I have tried callingz the Sociazl Security Adminigtration,
but I've gotten the rumaround., Please help!

Sincerely
7%%iﬂqﬁ§£;%fwzf/€&
Pam Spagnol

P.5. 1 am enclosing a check for your campaign fund,

§7 Wes eminster Flace

Pshy i 15307
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WPKI-TV/ICOX BROADUCASTING CORP.
CHECK REQUEST FORM

| "\
mmzfm__ “u PAYABLE w‘g C\ﬁ
DEPT/ACCT; {24323 Bmeds Souynal

——_Pay by Petty Cash
—+ tssue Check _ , .

*
[E 2 X X1
L]

L%

Connpostts, Coriidillonis Co A Bisuidisie
%éw L T, : MEFEREA

SRECIAL INGTRUCTIONS: *ee”e”

Date; AN -2F

Please aliow 2 workk days for procsssing
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Request
for
Earnings
and
Benefit
Estimate
Statement

Form SSA-7004-SM-OP1 (4-95) Destroy Prior Editions
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COX ENTERPRISES, INC.

TRAVEL & EXPENSE VOUCHER

1. Submit at end of each tripghor weskly If entertainmeant only!

2. Only travel to be charged to company.

3. Each advancs to be cleared before new advance is maga. T

4, Describe incidentals.

VARLIITEE Ammas imbiomme

WPXI 0021
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(
. LOCATION
DATE(S) OF NO.
DEPARTURE RETURN DAYS
LOCATION(S) PURPOSE
VISITED OF TRP(S)
oA 3-3-99
TRANSPORTATION
of} HOTEL ROOM
0 e
& waces
L
z  TELEPHONE
g MILEAGE 3 PARKING
b Stms Hbo [ Yo
o putaf 2500 0 [ | 257 |00
. ENTERTAINMENT %a
o DATE PERSON(S) AND COMPANY PLACE BUSHESS PURPOSE' °°%* % o e o efs e
At tosotre - ol
REMARKS: 4~ _ 9cp CAths wricten gg Caoviflacas, TOTAL A5 ko
donetina €0 & Jocal Niputeentatind, ('t EE oD T COMPANY et
W/% M Aeardsg o any s Mass TOTAL FS51|ks
Stamps ponclared to mail [ ettty poedf 04142 |uess - aowmsce
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gk .8, POSTAL SERVICE sines
FOURTH a4V 6T 871 15222-2686
416688 34.68
JAEK LB
a3-a3-98 13257229

CUSTOMER RECEIPT

859 POSTAGE STAMPS 1.68
(6.32 x 5)
TOTAL 1.68
CaSH T 1.68

LR —

CHARBE -88

e THANK YO s
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WPXI-TV/COX BROADCASTING CORP. .
CHECK REQUEST FORM

;J"%
AMOyYNT:__325.00 PAYABLE Toﬁé\
DEPT/ACCT: 04014037.01 Pamela Spagnol

Pay by Peity Cash

[ssue Check

PURPOSE FOR CHECGHK:
Fee for stop payment on $50 check made as part of a

campaign contributionm to Rep. Wm. Coyne for May .Series
Check was logt-not Eashed ~ stop payment ipsued 6-3-98,

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: esases
[
':ﬂ.oo D.an.e
eo:oe: @
= -
(.1
[ 0
Date:___ 6-8-98% o°  "o0a0°
9“ °Q e
] [>T
Please aliow 2 work gays fgr procesking
L] L] o0 &
3 &

WPXI 0024
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NATIONAL CITY BANK OF PEMNSYLVANIA 4& 9@

) RICONTANTHONEE YO DIFSNTONMRRAN CARSRALY

# " Step Payment Acimewiodgsment and Notise
i AS REGUESTED, WE HAVE PLACED A STOP PAYMENT ORDER
i O YOUR ACCOUNT FOR THE FOLLOWING DESCHIBED ITEM.

n: #om Dt [T Sovisd Nuindas
g% 03/02/98 50290 6226
o B e ,
::%j D8 LST UHCOVNE NODUP SHSJEs HSJL

- ~ =

& THOHAS A SPAGHOL.AND/GR

: HRS PAMELA F SPAGNOL
= 87 MESTHINSTER PL
: PITTSBURGH , PA 15209

L -

CUSTOMER'S NOTICE
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Ron Klink

o cUtLZen v Congress

Ms. Pamela F. Spagnol
87 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15209

Dear Pamela,

Words cannot express my gratitude for your generous donation toward my re-
election. Fund-raising, for me, is the most difficult and humbling part of being 2
Congressman. It is, however, personally gratifying to know that individuals like
you have enough trust and faith in me to contribute your hard-garmed money.

As always, | will continue to work very hard and to make the best possible
decisions for the citizens of the 4th Congressional District.

Again, thank you' very much.

Sincerely,

/)

Ron glink

WPXI 0026

Peid for and suthorized by Citizens for Ron Klink Committee. ot printed ot tax peyers expense.
Contributions to the Citizens for Ron Klink Committee are not deductible for federa tax pusposes.
According to federsl law, corporate checks cannot be scoepted,
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FRANK MASCARA TRANSPORTATION AND
20wn OB IRCT, POasravivARiA INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
B e e O oo e VETERANS' AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
-1 Congress of the Enited Htates
Bouge of Repregetatibes

Bilaslingten, BE 205153820
March 16, 1998

Mrs. Pamela Spagnol

87 Westminster Place

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15209-1259
Dear Pam:

I read with great concern your letter asking how you can make sure your Social

Security benefits will be there when its time to retire. Knowing that many citizens believe

in UFQ’s more than they do the permanency of the Social Security System, I want to
assure you at the cutset that [ understand and respect your concerns,

On a practical level, if you are trying ¢o determine what your anticipated benefits
might be or how much your have contributed to the System to date, you should be able to
casily obtain that information within several wesks by filling ont & post card. provided by
the Social Security Administration. In fact, in recent years the Administration has begun
to automatically periodically send a report to citizens showing them *@hat information plus
whether they are entitled to receive disebility benefits should they become disabled. If
you are having problems getting the Social Security Administration to send you such a
card, plesse do not hesitate to cail my office and one of my caseworkers will be glad to
assist you.

On a more universal level, I also want to assure you that Congress is not going to
shirk its duties to see that the Social Security System remains strong and vieble and sbie
to pay benefits to both current and future retivees. It is not secret that when “Baby
Boomers” begin to retire after 2019, it is pmﬁactedﬁmt the Sociel Security Syshmnwﬂi
begin to face poteatisl financiel strains. Impostanty, in his State of the Union Address
the President made clear his position that any sucplus achicved #s & result of wamg the

budget, should be put aside o save Social Security. Furthes, be has indicated be will soon
~ be appointing a national commission to review the Sy

aite a‘nﬂﬂ’,ﬁ A AL i 6 mcunmss
possible corrective actions. My own prediction is that over the next several years, the
House and Senate will spend a great deal of time examining the: preblems facing the
Social Security System and deciding what is the best route ¢ follow.

DISTRICT OFFICES
{800) 292-5570
Grensn Co. Oz, BIdg. 47 Ezst Penn S2res? Professions! Plee 25 pdprth Maln Soreeg Orasnabuap Cley Hall
S3E High 2. Bm. 323 Unlontzwn, PA 15401 Suln 210 Washingosn, PA 19364 436 South Meln Street
Wiynshung, PA 15770 (724) 4273078 625 Uinooln Avenus {v28) 225-3328 Benonaburg, P4 15801
24 .z NomhChesorel, PAISRRR = - -t {7:24) PBE-8401

P2 4as-gore WPXI 0627
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No matter what happens, you can be sure Congress will never let the System go
bankrupt! Many of my constituents rely upon their monthly Social Security benefits to
make ends meet and I would never abandon them.

Finally, while I am flattered that you support my reelection efforts, I am returning
the check you enclosed. Since you are a resident of Representative Mike Doyle’s District,
I just do not feel it is appropriate for me to keep it.

Again, | am pleased vou contacted my office and hope my reply answers you
concems,

Very truly yours,

& Frank Mascara
Member of Congress

FM:bml

WPXI 0028
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Mzrch 30, 1998

Mrs. Pamela Spagnol
87 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15209

Pamela,

I would like to thank you for your recent contribution to my campaign committee.
! am decply honored to have your support.

My opponent made clear in his announcement press conference that he would
sezk as much of Washington’s Big Labor money as possible to finance his campaign. 1
know of at least one trip he has made to Washington to solicit funds in recent weeks. It
is only a matter of time before the Washington Labor Bosses and my opponent are
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on negative advertisements.

‘You sent me to Washington because you wanted change. You wanted 2 balanced
budget, welfare reform, IRS reform and a new tax code. Together we have made ‘
progress on these issues, but there is still a great deal of work to do.

I appreciate your contribution to my campaign and [ pledge to you that I will
continue working as hard as I can to be the kind of Congressman you expect me to be.

Sreiy,

Phil English,
Member of Congress
tlo WPXI 0029

P.O. Box 1940 ¢ Erie, PA 16507-0940  (814) 451-1198 © Fax (814) 451-1118
Paid for by the People for English Commities
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MIKE DOYLE
18TH DiSTRICT, PENNSYLVANIA WAS;;B‘;T;%_E“::SMH
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE CISTRICT OFFICES:
SUSCOMMITTEES; 2 Ours R
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 11 Durr Rosp
Penn HiLs, PA 15235
TECHNOLDGY 1412) 2616055
COMMITTEE ON @ﬁﬁgﬁ' 2% of ﬁj? 668 Firtr AVENUE
VETERANS' AFFAIRS e MecKeespoRT, PA 15132
SuscommTres: Houge of Repregentatives 1812) 664-4049
HeALTH E-MAIL:
March 30, 1998 rep.doyle@mail.house.gov
DEMOCHATIC WHIP, WES SITE:
SOFPHOMORE CLASS hitp:/iwww. house.gov/doyie

Ms. Pamela F. Spagnol
87 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15209-1259

R

B %{E:ﬁ. m“tﬁﬁl .

L
| Al Dear Ms. Spagnol:

Thank you for taking the time to contact me o inquire zbout your Social Security earnings record. 1
appreciate hearing from you.
According to the Social Security Administration (SSA) you should check the siatus of your earnings at
least once every three years to ensure that earnings are properly credited. To verify your ¢arnings

< record, you should obtain and complete form SSA-7004 PC, Request for Earnings and Benefit Estimate

e Statement, which can be obtained at the {ollowing lecation:

i
£ : Social Security Administration
i East Liberty Office

6117 Penn Circle North
Pistsburgh, PA 15206

You may also obtain a copy of this form by calling 1-800-772-1213. The Personal Earnings and
Benefit Estimate Statement will include, among other things, the estimated amount of Social Security
and Medicare contributions made by an individual, and an estimate of benefits payable at ages 62,65,
and 70 based on anticipated earnings and psojected wage growth for future years.

I would also like you to know that protecting and ensuring the integrity of the Social Security sysiem is
one of my chief priorities as a Member of Congress. | believe that Congress should takes steps to
ensure that benefits can be guaranteed for current beneficiaries and future recipients.

Once again thank you for contacting me. Please keep in touch.

Sincerely,

Mike Doyle
Member of Congress

MD:jj
WPXI 0030

PRINTED O RECTYCLED PAPER
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PHIL ENGLISH
3 1721 Lonawoati Buning

2157 OTrseT, PEMNSTLVANA.
Wasmingron, OC 20515-3821
WAYS AND MEANS (202) 225-5406
COMMITTEE 0 ;e:%opem Tog. Smm;s
suscomaTTeES Ene, PAIGEI7-154
HULIAN REGOURCES {514 2532028
GVERSIGHT . 0 ggg &?‘&?:x Bam;a‘s s
gk > F . X [
M&u%%z Congress of the Tnited States e A TR s
il 22, 1998 ,
House of Repregentatives o Mf;&m'ﬁ 14
Ms. Pam Spagnol s
87 Westminster Place inghington, BE 20515-3821 D N caas Roso, Sure 140
Pittsburgh, PA 15209 But.gn, PA 18001-2428
1412) 285-7G05
‘ Dear Ms. Spagnot:
i :’?;i Thank you for contacting me regarding the solvency of the Soclal Securily system. | appreciate
L i your taking the tima to make your views known and | apologize for taking so long to respond.
® | agree with your concemns. In anticipation of the retirement of the baby-boom generation,
=t policymakers have been analyzing the financial pressures on Social Security and devising new ways
f::{ Americans could prepare for retirement. Ons proposat — loosely called “privalization” — would prefund
g retiremant income in personal accounts that workers could invest in the financial market and then spend
N down during retirement.
;.';;
4 Supporters of privatization point to the fiexibility and choice that the cuners of these accounts
E would have. Opponents of privatization fear the elimination of the govemment entitiement.
£

i Ancther more recent proposal would allow for a new personal retitement account called a “Social
Security Plus” account. These new accounts would be in addition to the existing Social Security system
which would remain in place. Unlike current law where all investing decisions are made by the
sovamment, this proposal would aliow individuals (o choose from several invesiment oplions. Money
could be invested in govemment securities, a bond funk, a stock fund or any combination of the three.

Whils | have not endorsed a specific refonn proposal, as a Member of the House Ways and
Means Commiitee — the committes with jusisdiction over Sacial Security — | will be reviewing ali of the
proposals as well as recommendations from advisory groups throughout this process. Be assured that
protecting Socizal Security for future genarations is & top priority.

Regarding your desire to receive detalled information an the status of your payments, { contacted
the Ways and Mecans Social Security Subcommittee on your behalf. You witl noed to request a “Personal
Eamings and Benefit Estimate Staterment” from the Soclal Security Adminisiration (ESA). You can call

them at 1-800-88A-1213. | hope this information is helpful.

Again, thank you for contacting me. Please feel free to du s¢ in the future with any other matters
of importance fo you.

Best wishes,

Phil Engligh

Member of Congress '
WPXI 0031
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May 6. 1998

Ms. Pamela F. Spagnol
87 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15209

Dear Ms. Spagnol:

It has come to our attention that a contribution recently sent to this
campaign in your name may not have been, in faci, made by you. We have reason
to believe that the contribution originated with someone else.

Under Federal Election Commission regulations and advisory opinions, when a
campaign obtains information that calls into question the legality of a
~contribution, they must refund the contribution within 30 days. (11C.F.R. #
103.3(b). Accordingly, please find enciosed a refund of your contribution.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

'Jue Brimmeier
Campaign Treasurer

Enclosure

Paid for and authorized by Citizens for Ron Klink Committes. Mot printed at tax payers expense.
Contributions to the Citizens for Ron Klink Committee are not deductble for federal tax purposes.
According go federal law, corporate checks cannot be accepted

WPXI 0034
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P.Q. Box 17426 © Pittsburgh, PA 15235 © 412-244-9101 * Fax: 412-244-8315

s

May 09, 1998

Mg Pamels F. Spagnol
87 Westminster Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15209-1259

Dear Ms. Spagnok

it has come to our attention that a contribution recently sent to the Dayle for Congress Campaign
Committee msy not have been, in fact, made by you., Informstion bas come to us that mdmtes

the contribution mey have originsted with reporter Alae Jennings snd/or WPXI TV in Pittshurgh.

It is perfectly legal for you to send a campaign contribution from your personal fimds and for this
conmities to receive, record amd deposit that contribution into our campaign account. However,
if somoone else has given you the money to contribute or has re-imbursed you, then the
contridartion is not legal Gsvmthefmc&ﬁa&ywhmemﬁtmﬂmtmllﬁ#mmdmm
cammpaign contributions to several members of the Penasylvania Congy Deleg:
appmﬂyhmﬁmmmagmythaammerm3mgsofﬁﬁmwm:swmmsm
we mst assums that you may not be the person acinally making the contribution.

Under Feders! Election Conmission regulstions sad advisory opinions, when o campaign obtains
mformation thet calls into question the legality of a contritnstion, they muat refimd the
coatribution within 30 days, 11 C.ER. § 103.3 (). Accerdingly, plesse find enclosed & refund of
your contribution.

Ifyon have any questions, please do sot hesitats to contect me.

Sincerely,

KS0/dm WPXI 0036
Enclogure: Check #1123

Contributions to the Doyle for Congress Committes are nol tax deductible.
Faid for by the Doyle for Congress Committee

Karen S. Oleyar, Treasurer
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- 11 Television Hill
Pittshrgh, PA 15214-1400
! \ 412 2371100
i ¥ & FAX 412 3238097
ana S Pittsburgh

June 3, 19498

Congressman Philip English

1721 Longworth House Office Building
1st and Independence Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Congressman English:

In early March of this year, I sent you a letter with a
contribution check for $50 enclosed. The check was sent as part
of a news story that was being prepared for WPXI-TV. 8ince that
time, it has been suggested that the making of the contribution
may have violated federal campaign laws. In particuvlar, it has
been suggested that the contribution may have violated 2 U.S.C.&

441b and 2 U.5.C. & 441f.

I am bringing this to your attention because you have cashed
the check and I wanted to provide you with an opportunity to
address the situation. If you feel you should do so, you may
make a reimbursement of the contribution by sending me a check at

the above address.
Sincerely,

Pamela Spagnol

WPX1 0038

A Cox Emerprices, fve Siation
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Telievision/Pittsbuargh

11 Tetevision Hitl
' E Pittsburgh, PA 15214-1400
412 237.1100
FAX 412 3228057

June 3, 1998

Congressman William Coyne

2455 Rayburn House Office Building
Independence Avenue & S. Capitol Street SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Congress Coyne:

In early March of this year, I sent you a letter with a
contribution check for $50 enclosed. The check was sent as part
of a news story that was being prepared for WPXI-1V. Since that
time, it has been suggested that the making of the contribution
may have violated federal campaign laws. In particular, it has
been suggested that the contribution may have violated 2 U.5.C. &
441b and 2 U.S.C. & 441f,

I am bringing this to your attention because you have not
yet cashed the check. In order to address any possible violation
of federal law, I am putting a stop payment on the check. Should
you find the letter and check at scome time in the future, the

check should not be cashed.

Sincerely,

T

Pamela Spagnol

WPXI 0039

A Coue Eatergiises, Ine Seution
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National Republican Congressional Committee

John Linder, M.C. g;?::é’;xzr!mau
Chairman £

Ted Mapess
Executive Director June 11, 1998

Ms. Pamela Spagnol

WPXI Television

11 Television Hill
Pittsburgh, PA 15214-1400

Dear Ms. Spagnol:

I write in reply to your June 3, 1998, certified letter to Congressman Phil English. In that
letter you request a refund of a $50 contribution which your incorporated television station
illegally made in your name *as part of a news story that was being prepared for WPX1-TV.” That
unsolicited donation was received by the Congressman’s staff in his official office and promptly
forwarded to his campaign office, in accordance with 18 U.S.C. § 607(b). Congressman English’s
administrative assistant confirmed your admission that the contribution was indeed from WPXI-

TV, and he forwarded your letter to me for prompt and appropriate action.

Federal election regulations require campaign committees to disgorge illegal contributions
within thirty days of the date on which the illegality is discovered. /I C.F.R. § 103.3(b)(2).
Illegal contributions can be refunded either to the actual donor (WPXI) or to the United States
Treasury. See Federal Election Commission Advisory Opinion 1996-5; see alse FEC Enforcement
Action MUR 3460. People for English has elected to refund your illegal contribution to the United

States Treasury.

Congressman English takes federal election laws very seriously. He does not and will not
countenance knowing wrongdoing, even in the name of journalism. As there is no “news
exception” that allows broadcasters to violate federal contribution laws in pursuit of a story, your
actions violated 2 U.S.C. § 4415 and 2 U.S.C. § 441£. If found knowing and willful, your actions
could subject you and/or your station to a civil penalty of up to $10,000. 2 US.C. § 437g(a)(S)(B).

I have forwarded this letter, along with your June 3 correspondence, 1o the authorities
named below for whatever action they deem appropriate.

Sincerely,

Bruce P. Mehiman

320 First Street, S.E. Chief Counsel

Washington, D.C. 20003

202)478-7020 WPXI 0040
WWW.RITC.00E

Paid for by the National Republican Congressionsl Committes. Mot Printed st Govemment Expense.
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CC:

Larry Noble, Esq.

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Attomey General Janet Rene

U. S. Department of Justice
Election Crimes Division
Constitution Ave. & 10" St, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Linda L. Kelly, Esq.

U.S. Attorney for the Western
District of Pennsylvania

633 U.S. Post Office & Courthouse

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Walter DeForest, Esq.
General Counsel, WPXI-TV
300 Koppers Bldg

436 " Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Congressman Phil English
People for English

P.0O. Box 1940

Erie, PA 16507

WPXI 0041
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June 3, 1998

Congressman Philip English

1721 Longworth House Office Building
1st and Independence Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Congressman English:

In early March of this year, I sent you a letter with a
contribution check for $50 enclosed. The check was sent as part
of a news story that was being prepared for WPXI-TV. Since that
time, it has been suggested that the making of the contribution
may have violated federal campaign laws. In particular, it has
been suggested that the contribution may have violated 2 U.S.C.&

441b and 2 U.S.C. & 441f,

I am bringing this to your attention because you have cashed
the check and I wanted to provide you with an opportunity to
address the situation. If yvou feel you should do soc, you may
make a reimbursement of the contribution by sending me a check at

the above address.
Sincerely, ) ‘

Homaliotors

"

Pamela Spagnel

WPXI 0042

A Cox Emerpinses. tne Sianon
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RON KLINK

ATie DNGTMET FENSSYLVAMIA

Aougress of the Rnited Htates

Housze of Representatives
Hashington, 8.¢. 20515

Thank you for your request to my office.
1 am pleased to send you the enclosed material.
If I can provide you with additional informa-
tion or assistance, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

Sinceraly,

fo L0

RON KLINK
Member of Congress

Rl

WPXI 0046




